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The Firmest Tie Of Faith: Loving & Hating In Allah 


pul coe JE all paw 


A Question about a family in the land of apostates or in a desert, who are 
cousins to a man who loves to bring up the rulers and incite to obey them out of 
love for Duniya, whether by paying taxes or by antagonizing Muslims, or by 
suggesting that Muslims should refrain from [fighting] them. Is this the 
Muwalāt of hypocrisy and does it entail kufr? And if one is unable to declare 
takfir upon [those rulers] and insult them, what is his ruling? And similarly, 
once somebody's situation is understood to be like this, what is our obligation 
with regards to them? Please explain in detail, and clarify to us if there is an 
evidence of nifaq or kufr. May Allah reward you with good. 


The Answer: All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of ‘alamin. 


It is, first of all, it is necessary that you know — may Allah grant you success — 
that the firmest tie of faith 1s to love in Allah and hate in Allah, and that Allāh 
made enmity towards the disbelievers and hypocrites an obligation upon the 
believers, and to leave the Arabs! who are known for hypocrisy and who do not 
believe in Allāh and His Messenger el» s «le ùl <b and to wage jihad against 
them, and to be harsh with them in word and deed. He has promised them with a 
curse and killing in His saying: 


Vial Islīšs Ii ls28 BEİ Goelo 
Accursed wherever they are found, seized and massacred completely.? 


And He cut off Muwalat between them and the believers, and informed that 
whoever allies with them then he is from them; So how can a man claim to love 
Allah while he loves His enemies who have aided Shaytan against their Lord 
and took him as an ally instead of Allah as is said: 


You're loving my enemy then claim that we are friends? Verily your 
love only goes one way. 


In short, to love in Allah and to hate in Allah is a tremendous principle from the 
principles of the religion, obligatory upon the slave to perform as stated in the 
hadith: 


The firmest tie of faith is to love in Allah and to hate in Allāh. 


' What is meant by ‘Arabs’ here is those who dwell in the deserts away from civilization, not the general Arab 
population. 
* Ahzab: 61 
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And that is why Allah mentioned it often in the Qur'an, as when He said: 


a £ - "Tā XI e2- Ui da 221 2 enio E E. T LAN e EL EL. 
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Let not believers take disbelievers as allies rather than believers. And 
whoever does that has nothing with Allāh.” 


Some of the mufassirin said: 


He has prohibited to ally with the disbelievers whether it be with 
one's relatives or friends from before Islām or other than that from 
causes by which friendships or relations arise. 


And when He said rather than believers this means that by allying with the 
believers is the opposite of allying with the disbelievers, so do not prefer them. 
And whoever does that has nothing with Allah meaning whoever allies with 
the disbelievers, then he has nothing resembling alliance with Allah — that is, his 
alliance with Allāh has been completely lifted from him. And this is an 
intuitively-known matter, because the Muwalat with an ally and a Muwalat with 
an enemy cancel one another out. 


And His saying: 


SU apio los ol VI 
Except when taking precaution against them in prudence.' 


He permitted them Muwalat with [disbelievers] if they are afraid and are 
overpowered by them, unable to make their enmity and hatred apparent, as long 
as they do not transgress in that. In that case, cohabiting with them upon the 
apparent is permissible, while the heart is filled with enmity and hatred, until 
the obstacles to make them apparent are lifted, as He « said: 


ola gU Grabs alis 0,51 ia VI 


Except for one who is forced [to renounce his religion] while his heart is 
secure in faith." 


Ibn ‘Abbas said: 


3 Al ‘Imran: 28 
^ Ibid 
? Nahl: 106 
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Tagiyyah is not done by actions, but only with the tongue. 
And he also said: 


Allah prohibited the believers to cozy-up to the disbelievers and take 
them as allies instead of the believers, except if the disbelievers 
become dominant over them. Then comply but oppose them in 
religion, and that is His saying except when taking precaution 
against them in prudence. 


This was mentioned by Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abt Hatim. 
And He cs: said: 
dios wo Sila, lia V lol Guill Gal V 


O you who have believed, do not take as intimates those other than 
yourselves.* 


Ourtubī said: 
Meaning do not make them the elite and relied-upon. 


He sk: said: 


023 pan Fg] alas” Eal sal 592201 loa V loil Gull al G 
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O you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the Christians as allies. 
They are allies of one another. And whoever is an ally to them among you - 
then indeed, he is from them. 


Until He said: 

OJI pb alll j> OB 
Indeed, the party of Allāh - they will be the predominant.” 
Hudhayfah “ie ùl 2 ) said: 


Be aware of becoming a Jew or a Christian while you're unaware. 
And then he recited And whoever is an ally to them among you - 
then indeed, he is from them. 


° Al ‘Imran: 108 
7 Ma'idah: 51-56 
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And Mujāhid said about His saying: 

ppd Use Uu vzo 41513 99 Will 5559 
So you see those in whose hearts is disease hastening to them.* 
He said: 


They are the hypocrites who used to mix with the Jews, turn to them 
and send their children to be breastfed by them. 


And Alī tie dll (2) said about His saying: 
Saoji ole asi 
Humble toward the believers. 
He said: 
Soft toward the people upon their own religion. 
BÍI ole scl 
Powerful against the disbelievers.” 
He said: 
Harsh against those who oppose them in religion. 
And thus was narrated from many of the Salaf. 
And He vs: said: 
CES liol Gall G2 sls 1555 Ašīs Iis Cl lois V Iota Gall Gl G 
els] SESJI a SIS vo 
O you who have believed, take not those who have taken your religion in 


ridicule and amusement among the ones who were given the Scripture 
before you nor the disbelievers as allies.’ 


And He 4 said: 


5 Mā'idah: 52 
? Ma'idah: 54 
10 Mā'idah: 57 
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You see many of them becoming allies of those who disbelieved. How 
wretched is that which they have put forth for themselves in that Allah has 
become angry with them, and in the punishment they will abide eternally.” 


And the verse after it. 
And He cs: said: 
jaani Quis" alps pblgles® agile bièl o. a5Go)ls S) aas End! Gal U 


O Prophet, fight against the disbelievers and the hypocrites and be harsh 
upon them. And their refuge is Hell, and wretched is the destination.” 


Thus Allah commanded us to wage jihad against the disbelievers and hypocrites 
even though they claim to be upon Islam, and with being harsh with them by 
word and deed. 


And Ibn ‘Abbas kes tl 2) said about this verse: 


Wage jihad against the disbelievers with the sword and against the 
hypocrites with the tongue. 


And be harsh upon them. He said: 
Do not be kind with them. 
And Ibn Mas'ūd 4e äl (2 ) said: 


Fight against the disbelievers and the hypocrites with your hand 
and if you cannot then with the tongue, and if you cannot then with 
your heart and a disapproving look, meaning frown upon them with 
harshness and hatred. 


Narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim, and its meaning came Marfu’ [uplifted to the 
Prophet] in the Branches of Faith by Bayhagī. 


And He 4 said: 


! Mā'idah: 80 
12 Tawbah: 73 
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You will not find a people who believe in Allāh and the Last Day having 
affection for those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even if they were 
their fathers or their sons." 


He olis 432 negated faith from those who do this even if their love, affection 
and advice was to their fathers, brothers, sons or other than them, let alone 
others [i.e. non-relatives]. 


And He «A said: 
SHUI pS asās lool Guill J| Igi535 s 


And do not incline toward those who do wrong, lest you be touched by the 
Fire." 


Ibn ‘Abbas said: 
And do not incline toward those means do not tend to them. 
And ‘Ikrimah said: 


Do not obey them, or love them, or help them in wicked deeds like 
one helps the sinner and the immoral. 


And Thawri said: 


Whoever lends them an inkwell or buys them a pen or hands them a 
sheet of paper is included under this ruling. 


Some of the mufassirin said about this verse: 


This is a prohibition from giving their desires any consideration and 
to cut away from them, and a prohibition from accompanying them 
and sitting with them, visiting them and cozying-up to them, being 
pleased with their deeds and imitating them, wearing their clothes and 
watering their flowers, and mentioning them in the context of praise. 


So consider His saying: And do not incline. And an inclination is only a slight 
movement. 


P? Mujadillah: 22 
^ Had: 113 
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And He «sk: said: 
6550JL pi] Oå els 3535 «5336 laia V Idol ¿uM Gal G 


O you who have believed, do not take My enemies and your enemies as 
allies, extending to them affection. 


Until He said: 
Os5JUAJI pē līs nesīs 23 


And whoever makes allies of them, then it is those who are the 
wrongdoers." 


And what is correct that this chapter was revealed regarding Hatib b. Abi 
Balt'ah when he wrote to the polytheists to inform them that the Messenger of 
Allāh ales 43e ùl |; La was approaching them. 


And the tafsir of You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the 
Last Day indicates that it was revealed regarding Abt *Ubaidah b. al-Jarrāh 
when he killed his father on the day of Badr as Tabari, Ibn Abi Hatim, Hakim 
and others narrated. 


From Ibn Jurayh who said: 


I have narrated that Abū Quhafah insulted the Prophet el. 5 4e ŭl Aa 
so Abu Bakr hit him so hard that he fell down; Then we mentioned it 
to the Prophet ales 4de dl = who said: Did you do this Oh Abū 
Bakr? So he said: By Allah if I had my sword nearby I would have 
struck him with it. Then the following verse was revealed: You will 
not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day. 


Narrated by Ibn al-Mundhir. 


Allah knows best but this must have been in the beginning of Islam, because 
Abu Quhafah became Muslim in the year of the conquest [of Makkah] so he 
never insulted the Prophet ales de dl „la after Islam, and Abū Bakr made 
hijrah out of Makkah and did not return until he went with the Prophet 4 = 
alu s Aie to perform ‘Umrah. 


And Ibn ‘Abbas kes dll | ) said: 


P Mumtahinah: 1-9 
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Whoever loves in Allah and hates in Allah, declares enmity in Allah 
and allies in Allah, has reached alliance with Allah by that. 


Narrated Ibn Abi Shaybah and Ibn Abt Hatim. 


And another hadith narrated by Abū Na'īm and other than him from Ibn Mas'ūd 
who said: 


The Messenger of Allāh el. 5 43e atl Ls said: Allah revealed to one of 
the Prophets that it was said to a worshipper: As for your zuhd in the 
Duniyā you've made it in [small] part for yourself, and as for your 
seclusion to Me then you have been honoured by it, there is 
something you've done that is for Me alone. He said: Oh Lord! What 
would that be? He said: You have allied with somebody for My sake, 
and declared enmity to an enemy for My sake. 


And He 4 said: 


šas SUS LI 08 A15 (55 bolai V|* uas si ains; 19385 Gulla 


And those who disbelieved are allies of one another. If you do not do so, 
there will be fitnah on earth and great corruption.'* 


So He made Muwalat among the believers and cutting-off from the disbelievers 
binding upon us, and informed us that the disbelievers are allies of one another 
and if we do not do the same, there will be fitnah and a great corruption, a grave 
thing and it has happened so. So can the religion be complete or jihad and 
commanding good and prohibiting evil established except by loving in Allah 
and hating in Allah, enmity in Allah and Muwalat in Allah? And had mankind 
agreed upon one way, and upon love only without enmity or hatred, there would 
never have been need for a criterion between the truth and falsehood, or 
between believers and disbelievers, or between the allies of the Most Merciful 
and the allies of Shaytan, and verses in this matter are numerous. 


As for narrations then Ahmad narrated from al-Bara’ b. ‘Azib: 
The firmest tie of faith 1s love in Allah and to hate in Allāh. 


And in a Marfu' narration: 


16 Anfal: 73 
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Oh Allah do not make an immoral one my aid, and do not make my 
heart love to favour him, for I do not find except what you have 
revealed to me: You will not find a people who believe in Allah and 
the Last Day having affection for those who oppose Allah and His 
Messenger. 


Narrated Ibn Mardūyah and other than him. 
From Abi Dharr Marfu': 

The best of deeds is to love in Allah and to hate in Allah. 
Narrated Abū Dāwūd and Ahmad narrated a longer version. 
And Marfu' in the Sahihain from Ibn Mas'üd: 

Man is with those he loves. 

And Marfu' from Abi Sa īd: 


Do not accompany except a believer, and do not let anyone eat at your 
table except that he be pious. 


And Marfu' from “Alt: 
Man does not love a people except that he will be gathered with them. 


And Ahmad narrated its meaning from ‘A’ishah with a good chain, and 
Marfu': 


Shirk is more obscured from my Ummah than a black ant on a dark 
stone in pitch-black night, and its lowest level is that one loves 
anything from injustice, or hates anything from justice. And is there 
any religion except by loving in Allāh and hating in Allah? He ¿L 
said: 


&Jl Suk usus all sz pils o| Jē 


Say, "If you should love Allāh , then follow me, so that Allāh will 
love you." 


Narrated Hakim and said its chain is authentic. 


17 A] ‘imran: 31 
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So the prophet el» 5 ale dl „la made loving anything of injustice even if it is 
little and hating anything of justice even if little, a branch of shirk. So beware, 
again beware from loving the enemies of Allah from the disbelievers and 
hypocrites. 


And Marfu' from Buraidah: 


Do not honour the hypocrite, for if he becomes honoured then your 
Lord də; je will become enraged. 


Narrated Abū Dāwūd and Nisa'1 with an authentic chain. 
And Hakim narrated it in another wording: 


Whenever man calls a munafiq My Master, your Lord Jas je 
becomes angry. 


And he said: Its chain 1s authentic. 
And Marfu' from Ibn Mas ud: 


The likeness of the one who assists a people without right, is like a 
camel who is at a well, but cannot drink from it due to his sin drawing 
distance between him and the water. 


Al-Mundhiri said: 


The meaning of this hadith is that a camel will perish if he cannot 
access water, so the one who committed an action by a sinful means 
will have no benefit from it. 


And there are many narrations like this. 
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From what the Salaf mentioned 
He «3 said: 
Dy 38 pit be lə>s US Sigil V pSigd vē Ailey lox V Iste] Gall Gi ú 
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O you who have believed, do not take as intimates those other than 
yourselves, for they will not spare you ruin. They wish you would have 


hardship. Hatred has already appeared from their mouths, and what their 
chests conceal is greater. 


Until He «5 said: 

da] oly ple all ol 
Indeed, Allah is Knowing of that within the chests.'? 
And the verse after it. 
Ibn ‘Abbas hes dll (= ) said about this verse: 


Some men from the Muslims used to hang around men from the Jews, 
since they used to be neighbors and allies in the time of ignorance. 
Then Allah revealed this about them, prohibiting them from taking 
intimates from the Jews fearing fitnah for them O you who have 
believed, do not take as intimates those other than yourselves, for 
they will not spare you ruin. Until the end of the verse. 


Narrated Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim and he also said about do not take as 
intimates those other than yourselves he said: 


They are the hypocrites. 
Narrated Ibn Abi Hātim. 
And from ‘Umar b. al-Khattāb die 2 L5 ) that it was said to him: 


There is a boy from the people of Hirah who can write and has a good 
memory, so why not take him as a scribe? He said: That would mean 
I take an intimate from other than the believers. 

" A] ‘Imran: 118-119 
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Narrated Ibn Abt Shaybah. 
And from Rabr': 


Do not take intimates he said: Do not enter upon the hypocrites and 
ally with them instead of the believers. 


Qurtubi commented on this verse: 


Allāh sb; 4+. prohibited the believers from taking the 
disbelievers, the Jews and the people of desires as guests or hosts, 
discussing their opinions and referring to them with their issues. It is 
said: Whoever opposes your religion and way, is not worthy of being 
your confidant. The poet said: 


Do not ask about a man but ask about his close friend, for every close 
friend is equal to those who befriend him. 


And Abū Dawid narrated in his Sunan from Abi Hurayrah 43e ål 2 ) from the 
Messenger of Allāh albus 44e at) = who said: 


Man is upon the religion of his close friend, so take a good look at 
whom you befriend. 


And it is narrated from Ibn Mas'üd die dil 2 ) that he said: 
Measure people by who they love. 


Then he clarified the reason for prohibition of keeping touch with them, so he 
said: 


For they will not spare you ruin meaning by corruption, that they 
will never stop striving to corrupt you. He said: Abū Musa al-Ash/’ari 
walked upon ‘Umar «ic 4! (=) with an account, so he handed it to 
*Umar who was amazed, and asked Abi Müsa: Where is your scribe 
who reads this book to the people? So [Abū Musa] said: He does not 
visit the masjid. [‘Umar] said: Why? Is he junub”? [Abū Misa] said: 
He is a Christian. [Ibn Mas'üd] said: ["Umar] became angry and said: 
Do not praise them when Allah condemned them, do not honour them 
when Allah humiliated them, and do not deem them trustworthy when 
Allah declared them treacherous! 


P? Ritually impure 
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And from the book of Imam Muhammad b. Waddah that Asad b. Musa said: 


It has been narrated that whoever sits with a person of bid'ah, 
protection is lifted from him and he is left to himself. And whoever 
walks toward a person of bid'ah is walking toward the destruction of 
Islam. And Awza'i said: Your predecessors used to be harsh upon 
them — meaning the people of bida' — with their tongues, and found 
them repulsive with their hearts, and used to warn mankind from their 
bid'ah. And from Hassan that he said: Do not sit with a person of 
bid'ah for they will infect your heart. And Ibrahim said: Do not sit 
with people of bida' and do not speak with them, for I fear that your 
hearts will apostate. 


All of these were narrated by Ibn Waddāh. 
Shaykh al-Islam Muhammad b. ‘Abdil-Wahhab 4i 44a said: 


Know, may Allah have mercy on you that the speech of the Salaf was 
regarding enmity towards the people of bida' and misguidance in the 
misguidance which does not expel one from the religion, so if their 
speech and harshness in enmity toward them and their misguidances, 
and their prohibition from sitting with them, then what do you think 
about sitting with disbelievers and hypocrites, and cozying-up to the 
Arabs who do not believe in Allah and His Mesenger, pursuing their 
interests and protect them, and think them to be in a good condition 
while they can only be one of two, either a disbeliever or a hypocrite, 
and only a few of them care about understanding Islam. These are 
their heads and their companions, and they will be gathered together 
on the Day of Resurrection. He «Ai said: 


pēšlils llb Gill ložas] 
Gather those who committed wrong and their kinds.” 
And He is: said: 
54535 Sugai IS 
And when the souls are paired.” 


? Safat: 22 
2! Takwīr: 7 
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And we have already quoted the hadith: 


Man does not love a people except that he is gathered with them. 
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Expounding upon what has preceded 


Allah 4 prohibited Muwalat with the disbelievers, is harsh upon that and 
informed that whoever allies with them then he is from them. And thus also 
came in narrations from the Prophet als 4de ail bo, he informed that whoever 
loves a people then he will be gathered with them. And it is understood from 
what we have mentioned of the Book and the Sunnah and narrations of the 
Salaf, that whoever does that enters under the threat in these verses, and 1s 
promised that the Fire will touch him, and we seek refuge in Allah from the 
causes of His Wrath and a painful torment: 


The first: General tawallī. 
The second: Specific love and affection. 
The third: A slight inclination, He « said: 
L5 s zo ppl ¿S5 Sas 34) SIUS ol Vals ang lādi cage Iu IS] 
Daa Gle al i25 V ps coUa 
And if We had not strengthened you, you would have almost inclined to 
them a little. Then, We would have made you taste double punishment in 


life and double after death. Then you would not find for yourself against Us 
a helper.” 


If such is the address to the greatest of creation 43e 4.>Ls5 dl OI sla then what 
about other than him? 


The fourth: Being soft and polite with them, Allah jt said: 
Ugias Ga 3) l9>5 
They wish that you would soften, so they would soften.” 
The fifth: Obeying whatever they say, and referring to them, as He « said: 
555 55 ols ólsə gēls Gs o= als lāči os abi Vs 
And do not obey one whose heart We have made heedless of Our 


remembrance and who follows his desire and whose affair is ever in 
neglect. 


? era": 74-75 
25 Qalam: 9 
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And He vs: said: 

And do not obey every worthless habitual swearer.^ 

The sixth: Sitting near them and entering upon the leaders of Islam. 
The seventh: Consulting them in matters. 


The eighth: Employing them in regards to the matters of Muslims, meaning 
matters such as leadership, official work, writing and other than it. 


The ninth: Taking them as intimates instead of the believers. 

The tenth: Sitting with them, visiting them and entering upon them. 
The eleventh: Entertaining them and providing them relaxation. 
The twelfth: Honouring them in general. 


The thirteenth: Deeming them trustworthy although Allah declared them 
treacherous. 


The fourteenth: Aiding them in their matters even if it is little, such as buying 
them a pen or lending them an inkwell to write their transgression. 


The fifteenth: Providing them with advice. 
The sixteenth: Following their desires. 
The seventeenth: Accompanying them and keeping relations with them. 


The eighteenth: Being pleased with their deeds, imitating them and dressing in 
their clothes. 


The nineteenth: Mentioning them in the context of praise such as referring to 
them as masters and leaders, as it is said to the Tāghūt: Sir so-and-so, or as it is 
said to those who claim to be knowledgeable in medicine: Doctor, and what is 
similar to that. 


The twentieth: Residing among them in their lands, as the Prophet 4de 2 Aa 


ela 5 said: 


% Kahf: 28 
ei Qalam: 10 
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Whoever joins up with the polytheists and resides among them, then 
he is like them. 


Once this is clear to you, then you will see no difference in these matters 
between those who commit them with their close relatives or with other than 
them as stated in the verse of Mujadillah, so whoever incites to obey them 
whether by paying taxes or antagonizing Muslims, suggesting that the Muslims 
refrain from [fighting] them, then this is from the greatest of alliance and love 
for the disbelievers from the apostates and hypocrites and other than them, in 
particular the apostates since one should be harsher with them than he is with 
the original disbeliever, because such one is an enemy of Allah while 
recognizing His right, and an enemy to His Messenger el. 5 «ule dll la after he 
recognized the truth then rejected it and declared enmity to it, and Allah's 
refuge is sought. 


And if whoever aids an oppressor then he has partaken in his oppression, then 
what about those who aid the disbelievers and hypocrites with their kufr and 
hypocrisy? And if he were to aid a trasngressing Muslim in particular in front of 
a judge and thus partook in his transgression, then what about the one who aids 
the disbelievers and defends them in front of the rulers? 


And if such is the case of a chief who takes a bribe from brigands who stole this 
wealth from the people, in exchange that he refrains from fighting them, then 
what do you think about those who incline toward the disbelievers with 
affection? And lets them know that he loves them by engaging with them and 
honouring them, as was narrated from Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah 4 ï 
^5 s) and other than him that if a tax is paid to a transgressing Muslim, that one 
can intercede to him and advise him with one's opinion then this is good. And if 
he was an apostate then he is trampled upon and is not treated with dignity. 


And it is sufficient to mention what was narrated by Ahmad and Tirmidhi who 
declared it hassan, and Ibn Abi Hatim and Tabarānī and Hakim who declared it 
authentic from Ibn Mas'üd that he said: 


Some people were captured on the day of Badr and ‘Abbas was 
among them, so the Messenger of Allāh ela 5 ale ÀW la said: What 
should be done with them? Abū Bakr said: They are your people and 
your family, Oh Messenger of Allah, so ransom them that Allah may 
forgive them. 
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And in the hadith of Anas that Ahmad narrated: 
We think that you should pardon them, and take ransom from them. 
Back to the hadith of Ibn Mas ūd, 


*Umar said: Oh Messenger of Allah! They have belied you, expelled 
you and fought you! Take them and strike their necks! Then he 
entered upon the Prophet el de ùl la who did not rebuke any one 
of them, and the Messenger of Allāh ales ae ài bo said: Oh Abū 
Bakr! You are like Ibrahim >l 4i. who said: 


asa 27 = 


1 wu T pum w 2T -- -T te 
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So whoever follows me then he is of me, and whoever disobeys me 
then indeed, You are Forgiving and Merciful.”° 


And you, ‘Umar, are like Nüh when he said: 
BUS ASI Go vo] ole 55 V 05 


My Lord, do not leave upon the earth from among the 
disbelievers anyone.” 


I took your counsel, so none of them shall escape except by ransom or 
that their necks be struck. Then Allah revealed: 


DI 08 GS esi eS cjl à) 955 Ul oud SWS G 


It is not for a prophet to have captives until he inflicts a slaughter 
in the land.” 


And in the narration of Anas: 
So Allah revealed: 
G alll G2 OUS Vs) 


If not for a decree from Allāh that preceded...? 


?6 Ibrahim: 36 
27 Nüh: 26 

25 Anfal: 67 
?? Anfal: 68 
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And in the narration of Ibn ‘Umar according to Abt Na'īm, that the Messenger 
of Allāh alas ile al La approached ‘Umar and said: 


Your opposition saved us from a calamity. 


And in the narration of Ibn al-Mundhir and Ibn Mardūyah, that the Messenger 
of Allāh ela 5 le ail La said: 


A great punishment nearly touched us and had it descended, nobody 
would have been able to escape it except ‘Umar. 


If it was thus in the opinion of Siddiq “i 4! „2 who made ijtihād sincerely for 
Allah and His Messenger el» 5 4e dil =, what do you think about those who do 
that with their relatives out of love for Duniyā not for the sake of the religion, 
and do not seek the Face of Allah by it. Rather they only seek Duniyā, and when 
it is said that the Prophet «<; ale dl „la did not censure Abū Bakr with this 
similitude, rather he compared him to Ibrahim, “Isa and Mika'1l (X) ate and 
compared ‘Umar to Jibril, Nüh and Mūsā a>! ee. It was said that what was 
meant by this comparison is that they are a people of softness and mercy, not 
that he [Abū Bakr] got this particular issue right. Because the right opinion was 
with *Umar clearly as stated by the Book of Allah, and with that Allah declared 
that taking ransom would result in punishment, had it not been for what has 
preceded in the Book of Allāh that it is an opinion of Siddiq += 4! =) who 
made sincere ijtihad, so how do you then advise them and attach yourself to 
them, and view that one should refrain from fighting them, permit their taxation 
without any legislative justification, but instead based on love for Duniya. 


And as for those who suggest that Muslims refrain from them, basing it on their 
promise to enter Islam, or that they entered it, or that they promised to enter it 
soon, and that the benefit of leaving them is little and so on; That is permissible. 
And if what he means is that Muslims shouldn't hold anything against them at 
all, whether fighting or punishment and harshness and what is similar to that, 
this is from the greatest means of aiding them, and he has reached Muwalat with 
them even if they are in far-away lands, as is said: 


Your arrow piereced his throat all the way from ‘Iraq while you ve 
kept far away. 


As for the one who allows them to antagonize the Muslim if they are apostates, 
then he is according to the jurists an erring sinner, because an apostate must 
repay to the Muslims for how he harmed them by his apostasy, in particular if 
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his apostasy has taken place multiple times, because he doesn't do anything in 
these days except raiding and looting and nothing else, so to let him [antagonize 
Muslims] is from the greatest means of aiding him upon sin and enmity, and 
this is why it's become popular among some people and opened the doors of 
apostasy to the masses, who have approached them from all directions. And if 
there was a benefit for it in some times as certain leaders have opined, it is not 
appropriate to apply to everyone in all times, so know that. 


As for the question: Whether this becomes the Muwalat of hypocrisy or is it 
kufr? 


Then the answer is that if this Muwalat was by residing in their lands and 
embarking with them to fight others and what is similar to that, then this one is 
judged upon with kufr, as He « said: 


Garo! psill saps V all Olt aie Gls pSio pplow wos 


And whoever is an ally to them among you - then indeed, he is one of them. 
Indeed, Allah guides not the wrongdoing people." 


And He «sk: said: 
WS Gs lipis U 588) alll Obl aigo IS] Ol GUS! cs pSile Jy 355 
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And it has already come down to you in the Book that when you hear the 
verses of Allah denied and ridiculed, do not sit with them until they enter 
into another conversation. Indeed, you would then be like them.” 


And the Prophet aly 44e. dl Ls said: 


Whoever joins up with the polytheists and resides among them then 
he is just like them. 


And he el« s ale aul Le said: 
I am free from every Muslim who resides among the polytheists. 


If his Muwalāt to them was in the lands of Islam when they approach him and 
so on, he would be a disobedient sinner who has turned away from [Allah's] 
warning. And if it was for the sake of their religion then he must be punished. 
? Ma'idah: 51 

?! Nisa’: 140 
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Boycotted and disciplined or something similar to that to deter others from it. 
And if he allied with them for their religion he is like them, for whoever loves a 
people will be gathered with them, however what the questioner added of loving 
them for the sake of Duniyā must be considered, because he might be loving 
them in his heart, or he may be hating them in Allah and having enmity toward 
them, for if he affirmed anything of it he would have angered and enraged them. 
However, Ibn al-Qayyim said: 


You love the enemies of the Beloved while claiming to love him? What 
is the matter with you, is this even possible? 


And as for the question what his ruling is if he cannot declare their kufr and 
insult them? 


The answer: He may be doubting in their kufr or be ignorant of it, or affirm 
that they are disbelievers as well as those like him. However, it is impossible for 
him to confront them about this and declare takfir on them. Or, he says: I say 
that these are not disbelievers, but other than them are. So if he is doubting 
regarding their kufr or is ignorant of it, then the evidences from the Book of 
Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger als de dl la about their kufr are 
explained to him, and if he doubts after that and turns on his heels then he is a 
disbeliever by the consensus of all Scholars, that whoever doubts the disbelief 
of a disbeliever then he is himself a disbeliever. 


And if he affirms their kufr but is unable to confront them and declare takfir 
upon them then he is from those who flatter them, as when He «55 said: 


osi Sal JĪ si 
They wish that you would soften, so they would soften. ? 
And the ruling of such as these is that they are sinful. 


And if he says: I say that other than them are disbelievers but not them, then he 
has given them the ruling of Islam, if not a station between kufr and Islam. For 
if they are not disbelievers then they are Muslims, and whenever one names 
kufr Islam or names disbelievers Muslims, then he becomes a disbeliever. 


As for the question about what is obligatory upon recognizing that a person is in 


such a condition? 


32 Qalam: 9 
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The answer is that you are obliged to advise him and call him towards Allah 
lam and explain to him the ugliness of what he is upon. Then if he repents that 
is better, and if he insists on remaining upon what he was upon, and becomes 
stubborn in it then whatever he was upon is established upon him in ruling. If it 
was kufr then he is a disbeliever, and if it was a sin or disobedience then he is 
described with such. It becomes obligatory to renounce him and to discipline 
him, distance from him and to boycott him until he repents, as the Prophet «= 
alas 4de ¿M boycotted whoever refused to embark on a single raid, and he 
prohibited [others] from speaking to them and greeting them. Then what about 
the one who allies with the disbelievers and displays affection to them? 
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A response to some misconceptions 


Question: If it is said that what was mentioned of verses and narrations 
contradict His «i saying: 


ol eS Us U2 Ss 5 ple wl sd Ss A) Cuil us aul dn" y 
Swill ye ail ASUS | oda God all l° 2221 Igb utils doy 
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Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of 
religion and do not expel you from your homes from being righteous 
toward them and acting justly toward them. Indeed, Allah loves those who 
act justly. Allah only forbids you from those who fight you because of 
religion and expel you from your homes and aid in your expulsion - 
[forbids] that you make allies of them. And whoever makes allies of them, 
then it is those who are the wrongdoers.* 


These verses indicate that there is no issue with goodness toward weak 
disbelievers, as long as it is not with alliance instead of enmity. 


And those Companions who spoke about Malik b. Dukhsham, they said: 


He is a hypocrite. So the Messenger of Allah als de ail La said: 
Does he not testify that there is no deity except Allah, seeking by it 
the Face of Allah? They said: Yes, however we see him advising the 
hypocrites. So he said: Verily Allah prohibited those who testify that 
there is no deity except Allah, seeking by that the Face of Allah, from 
the Fire. 


Narrated Bukhari and Muslim in similar meaning. 


And some of the Companions also had fathers who were hypocrites such as 
Ka’b b. ‘Abdillah b. ‘Ubayy, and no enmity or hatred toward them was narrated 
from them, or the display of frowning in their faces and what is similar to that. 


The Answer: As for His «5 saying Allah does not forbid you from those 
who do not fight you because of religion then its meaning is that Allah does 
not prohibit the believers from being good to those who did not fight them from 
the weak and poor such as women and children, in the worldly matters such as 


33 Mumtahinah: 8-9 
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giving to them when they ask of you and so on. But as for Muwalat, love and 
honouring them then Allah «=i did not permit that. Instead, He is very harsh 
regarding the Muwalāt with disbelievers from the Jews and Christians, even if 
they were the people of Dhimmah, and the Prophet ales «le ùl „la even 
prohibited to initiate greeting to them, and extending way to them [on the roads 
and the like] and he said: 


Do not initiate greetings to the Jews and Christians, and if you meet 
them on a road then force them to the narrowest part. 


And such is also the condition of a disbeliever with a covenant. 


As for the combatant disbeliever and the apostate, then where is the permission 
for that? Rather Ibn Kathir narrated the opposite in Nisa’ and other than it. 


And other mufassirin said: This is also a mercy to them, meaning the believers, 
to be harsh with them if they are found to holster enmity, whereas there is a 
permission to connect with those who do not fight the Muslims and expel them 
from their lands. 


And it was said that what is meant by it is chivalry, and that they had concluded 
a treaty with the Messenger of Allāh al; ale atl dla that they will not fight 
them [Muslims], and will not aid anyone against them. And it was narrated from 
Mujahid: 


They are those who have believed in Makkah and did not make hijrah. 


And it was said that they are the women and children. And it was narrated from 
Qatadah: 


It was abrogated by the verse of fighting. 
Meaning: 
pigg 15 uS inn! loli 
Then kill the polytheists wherever you find them.” 


So this verse is either abrogated as Qatadah said, or it is regarding the women 
and children in particular, or regarding those Muslims who have not migrated. 


34 Tawbah: 5 
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These categories, it is permissible to do good with them and give to them from 
the worldly provision. 


So where does this verse indicate the permissibility of Muwalat with the 
disbelievers and apostates, and to love them and stand with them in every way 
imaginable? 


So the answer is in the narration of Malik b. Dukhsham itself, that Malik was 
from the witnesses of Badr, and it was authentically narrated that Allah «5 
said to the people of Badr: Do as you wish, for I have already forgiven you. And 
it doesn't concern the tragedy in the story of Hatib b. Abr Balt'ah, when he 
wrote to the polytheists to warn them that the Messenger of Allah 4e <i! As 
ela s is approaching them. This was an act of espionage what Hātib did, and the 
Scholars have differed on whether the Muslim spy is killed or not. However, 
there is no evidence upon the permissiblity of writing to the polytheists and 
disclosing the secrets of Muslims. 


The narration of Malik also does not indicate the permissibility of sitting with 
the hypocrites and advising them. However it is said that this is from the sinful 
actions, which were expiated by his witnessing of Badr, just like the sin of 
Hatib. 


Another answer regarding the matter of *Abdillah b. *Abdillah b. Ubayy, that 
“Abdullah b. *Abdillah was very young and yet he displayed enmity to his father 
“Abdullah b. Ubayy, and it is not obscured from anyone of the people of 
knowledge that he even sought permission from the Messenger of Allah 4! L 
alu s Ae to kill him [his father], but the Messenger of Allāh el. 5 43e a) „La did 
not permit him that. So how can you use his story when there is no proof in it 
whatsoever, rather it cancels your claim out. And Allāh Knows Best. 
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On the virtue of loving in Allāh 
Allāh «5 said: 


ERA] | dē pas] apas iis EVI 


Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 
righteous.” 


And He «Ai said: 
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And the Day the wrongdoer will bite on his hands [in regret] he will say: 
Oh, I wish I had taken with the Messenger a way. Oh, woe to me! I wish I 
had not taken that one as a friend. He led me away from the remembrance 
after it had come to me. And ever is Shaytàn to man a traitor.” 


And this is the result of all love in the Duniyā which is based upon other than 
obedience to Allah. 


From Anas die dll (2 ) from the Prophet el. s 4de tl Ls that he said: 


There are three qualities that if they are all present, man will taste the 
sweetness of faith: To love Allah and His Messenger more than 
anything else, to love a slave for nothing except in Allah «5, and to 
hate to return back to kufr after Allah saved you from it as you would 
hate to be thrown into fire. 


And from Abū Hurayrah “ic 40) =) from the Prophet alas 4de 2 le: 


Verily Allāh t will call out on the Day of Resurrection: Where are 
those who used to love another in My Sake, today I will shade them 
with My Shade and there is no shade except My Shade. 


And from Abū Hurayrah «ic 4) = ; from the Prophet alas 4de all Aa; 
A person visited his brother in another town and Allah deputed an 


Angel to wait for him on his way and when he came to him he said: 


> Zukhruf: 67 
°° Furgān: 27-29 
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Where do you intend to go? He said: I intend to visit my brother in 
this town. He said: Have you done any favour to him [the repayment 
of which you intend to get]? He said: No, rather I love him for the 
sake of Allāh, «3. Thereupon he said: I am a Messenger to you from 
Allah to inform you that Allah loves you as you love him. 


And from Mu'ādh b. Jabal ie 4i! = who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah 
alu y dile dl la saying: 


Allāh «3 said: I have made My Love obligatory upon myself for 
those who love one another in My Sake, those who sit in My Sake, 
those who visit one another in My Sake, and those who spend on one 
another in My Sake. 


And from him also: I heard the Messenger of Allāh el. s 4de dl ls saying: 


Allah Jes je said: Those who love one another in Me will have 
cushions made of light, upon which will sit the Prophets and Martyrs. 


And from Abū Hurayrah “ic dil = ) who said: 


The Messenger of Allah plus ule Àl La said: Verily from the slaves 
of Allah are some who are not Prophets, but they will be lifted to the 
station of the Prophets and Martyrs. It was said: Who are they, so that 
we can love them? He said: They are a people who love one another 
purely by the Light of Allah, they have no relation or common 
lineage. Their faces shine of Light, they will be upon cushions made 
of Light. They do not fear anyone if their people are in fear, and do 
not grieve when their people grieve. Then he recited: 


095553 pb Vs pple a5 V all Wal o! VI 
Unquestionably, for the allies of Allah there will be no fear 
concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 


And from Abū Umamah 4 ài! =) who said: 


The Messenger of Allāh el«5 aie «il lo said: Verily there are slaves 
of Allah who will be sat down on the Day of Resurrection upon 
cushions made of Light and their faces will emit Light until they are 
nothing like the rest of the creation. 

7 Yünus: 62 
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And from him also, from the Prophet abs 44e atl „la who said: 


Verily in Paradise there are rubies and sapphires and rooms made of 
aquamarine. Their doors are open, They emit light just as the stars 
emit light. He said: We said: Oh Messenger of Allah, who resides in 
them? He said: Those who love one another in Allah and spend on 
one another in Allāh «5 and visit one another in Allah «5. 


And from Abū Umamah 4e 2 2 that the Messenger of Allāh ales aile ai) la 
said: 


Whoever loves in Allah and hates in Allāh and gives in Allāh, 
dedicating all of it to Allah, has completed his faith. 


And from Ibn Mas'ūd die dil | 5 who said: 


A man came to the Messenger of Allāh alas 4de ùl „la and said: Oh 
Messenger of Allah! How can man love a people that he has never 
met? So the Messenger of Allah eL; ale à! = said: Man is with 
those he loves. 


And from Abū Darda’ “ic 40) 2 that he rose up and said: 


There are no two men who love one another in Allah when they're 
separated, except that Allah loves them both with a stronger love. 


And from Abū Hurayrah 4e dil = who said: 


The Messenger of Allāh eL. 5 4de atl „la said: There are seven whom 
Allah will shade with His Shade on the Day when there will be no 
shade but His: The just ruler, the youth who grew up worshipping 
Allah, a man whose heart is attached to the Masajid, and two men 
who love one another in Allah; They meet upon that and depart upon 
that. 


And from Mu’adh b. Anas “ic ài! 2 ; that he asked the Messenger of Allāh «= 
als ^ie. dil about the best of faith, so he said: 


That you love in Allah and hate in Allah, and busy your tongue in the 
rememberance of Allah «Ye. He said: And after that, Oh Messenger 
of Allah? He said: That you love for the people what you love for 
yourself, and hate for them what you hate for yourself. 
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So consider these authentic widespread narrations Oh counsel to yourself, 
regarding this issue of loving and hating in Allah, which majority of mankind 
do not deem a pious deed, while it is from the best of pious deeds, and it is from 
the individual obligations. And Allah's refuge is sought. 
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The Messenger of Allah ule ål „la 
alas said: Verily from the slaves of 


Allah are some who are not Prophets, 
but they will be lifted to the station of 
the Prophets and Martyrs. It was said: 
Who are they, so that we can love 
them? He said: They are a people who 
love one another purely by the Light of 
Allah, they have no relation or 
common lineage. Their faces shine of 
Light, they will be upon cushions 
made of Light. They do not fear 
anyone if their people are in fear, and 
do not grieve when their people grieve. 


